
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 
 

 

Dear parents and guardians, 

 

In this season of gratitude and giving, I’d like to begin the newsletter by simply acknowledging one 

essential truth: I am grateful that I am not the Superintendent. Oh sure, there are plenty of perks to his 

job, I’m sure, but while the rest of us are looking ahead to winter with thoughts of fuzzy socks, warm 

drinks, a crackling fire, and maybe a good book, he’s looking at four full months of possible snow day 

calls. Me?—I check the weather before I head to bed, set the alarm as usual, and roll with whatever 

comes our way.  

 

Since it’s only mid-November, and we’ve already had an evening cancellation due to weather, I wanted 

to remind everyone of the ways snow cancellations, delays, or early dismissals are communicated. These 

are listed in a general order of priority: 

 School Messenger. Assuming you have not asked to be removed from School Messenger 

notifications, you will receive an automated phone call and email in the event that inclement 

weather impacts the school day.  

 Website. The district website (Ledyard.net), as well as the individual building websites 

(LHS.Ledyard.net for us) will run a notification of any weather-related changes. 

 Twitter. While not necessarily a formal vehicle for communication, Mr. Hartling 

(@jasonhartling) will typically tweet any cancellations, and those are typically retweeted or 

reiterated by me (@amofagan) or Mr. Buonocore (@ledyardsports). 

 Local Radio and Television. Local stations will broadcast lists of area cancellations, and 

comprehensive lists can also be found on local station websites, such as wtnh.com, wfsb.com, or 

wbmw.com.  

 

Another reminder about snow days concerns the A/B rotation here at the high school. When we have a 

snow day, that day simply drops out of the rotation. We skip right over it. So, if Monday was an A Day, 

Tuesday was a B Day, and Wednesday was an A Day, and had a snow day on Tuesday, we would just 

lose that B Day. Students would return to school for the Wednesday A Day, as scheduled. No idea what 

day it is?—just check our website! When you navigate to lhs.ledyard.net, you’ll see a rotating 

photograph on the right, and just below that, it says, ―Welcome to Ledyard High School - Information 

Items.‖ In that information section, there is a link that reads, ―What Day is It? – A/B/ Rotation.‖ Click 

on that, and you’ll see two months of the A/B rotation at a time. 

 

I hope all of this helps. Better yet, I hope that this thorough coverage of the snow day process protects us 

from all snow days moving forward! Happy Thanksgiving to you all.  
 

Respectfully, 

 
Amanda O. Fagan 

Principal, Ledyard High School  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
November 26, 2018 to March 31, 2019 

 

 

November 

29 & 30   Fall Musical (THE ADDAMS FAMILY) 7:00 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

 

December 

1  Fall Musical (THE ADDAMS FAMILY) 7:00 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

3  LHS Parent Advisory Council   6:30 pm  LHS Library  

5  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

6  NHS Coffee House    7:00 pm  LHS Cafeteria 

14  Senior Portraits     2 – 8 pm  Ag Sci Library  

14  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) District Professional Development 

14 & 15  Holiday Concert   7:00 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

19  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

24-31  NO SCHOOL    (Winter Break)     

 

January 2019 

1  NO SCHOOL (Winter Break) 

2  NO SCHOOL (Professional Development) 

2  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

16  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

18  MID-YR EXAMS   DISMISSAL AT 11:00 

18  Band Concert     7:00 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

21  NO SCHOOL (Martin Luther King Day) 

22-24  MID-YR EXAMS   DISMISSAL AT 11:00 

29  Tri-M Induction     7:00 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

 

February 2019 

4  LHS Parent Advisory Council   6:30 pm  LHS Library  

6   Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

15  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Dist. Professional Development 

18-19  NO SCHOOL (February Break) 

20  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library  

22  Music Pasta Dinner    5 – 7:00 pm  LHS Cafeteria 

28  Comb. Band Concert    7:00 pm  LMS 

 

March 2019 

4  LHS Parent Advisory Council   6:30 pm  LHS Library 

6  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

7  NHS Coffee House    7:00 pm  LHS Cafeteria 

8  NO SCHOOL   (Professional Development) 

20  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Parent Conferences 

20  Board of Ed Mtg    7:00 pm  LHS Library 

27  SAT’s (Juniors Only – Early Dismissal)   

28  Colonel Awards     6:30 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

29  Buriak/Candler Benefit Concert   7:00 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 
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LLLEEEDDDYYYAAARRRDDD   AAATTTHHHLLLEEETTTIIICCCSSS   
 

 
 

Ledyard High School Athletics enjoyed another outstanding fall in 2018. The boys’ soccer team 
captured the ECC Division 2 championship and qualified for state tournament play. Our volleyball 
team, girls’ cross-country and boys’ cross-country teams all competed in state tournament play. 
Congratulations to senior swimmer Olivia Strelevitz who won 100 backstroke at the ECC 
championships! The football team and cheerleading squad will conclude the fall athletic season on 
Thanksgiving Day when the Colonels travel to Fitch High School for 10:00am kick-off. Come out and 
show your support! The winter sports season is right around the corner. LHS offers boys’ and girls’ 
basketball, wrestling, fencing, cheerleading, boys’ and girls’ indoor track, co-op boys’ swimming and a 
co-op ice hockey team. All students interested in playing a winter sport must register on Family ID at 
www.familyid.com. You can view a copy of the winter sports schedule for all of our teams at 
ledyard.net on the LHS page under athletics. In addition, all of our winter athletic schedules are 
available at casciac.org. LHS sports fans can also get athletic updates by following the twitter page of 
@ledyardsports. Stay updated, stay involved, and get out and support our LHS athletic teams. If you 
have any questions in regards to the Ledyard athletic department, please contact LHS Athletic Director 
Jim Buonocore at 860-464-9600 ext. 2122 or at jbuonocore@ledyard.net.  
GO COLONELS! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.familyid.com/
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SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE NEWS 
 

 

NAVIANCE STUDENT 

Naviance is an on-line program consisting of several tools used for 

researching colleges, and exploring careers. These applications are 

used to promote college and workplace readiness. Naviance 

provides students with the framework to direct their own education, 

establish long and short-term goals, and plan for post secondary 

success. 

If you are a parent of a junior or senior and have not yet set up your 

Naviance account.  Go to 

http://ledyardlhs.ss7.sharpschool.com/guidance –click on Naviance 

to view the login page. Please contact us if you need your access 

code at 860-464-9600 x2709 or x2713.  

 

TWITTER & FACEBOOK- LHS Guidance is on TWITTER! Please follow 

us @LedyardGuidance. You can also find us on FACEBOOK, search for 

"LHS Guidance".  

 

Seniors- please remember if you are applying to schools with a January 1st 

deadline you must complete the application process by December 10
th

. If 

you have a January 15
th

 deadline you must adhere to January 3rd. These dates 

allow 10 school days for the processing of supporting documents (including 

teacher recommendations in many cases).  

 

PSAT Scores – should be available by mid-December in each student’s 

College Board account. Khan Academy has partnered with the Collegeboard 

to provide free online personalized SAT practice recommendations based on 

each student’s PSAT results. The SAT is now the CT state test for all juniors 

in addition to being the traditional college entrance exam. Practicing for the 

SAT using Khan Academy is highly encouraged for all sophomores and 

juniors.  

  
 

 

http://ledyardlhs.ss7.sharpschool.com/guidance
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National Honor Society 

 
NHS members finished up a successful fall food drive before Thanksgiving. The annual 

toy drive will run from December 3-14. The holiday coffee house is at 7pm on 

December 6. As usual, it will showcase student talents ranging from musical displays to 

poetry. There will also be the trademark coffee and snacks. Come out and enjoy the creative atmosphere 

and amazing performances!  

  

 National Honor Society offers tutoring opportunities and academic assistance. Any students who 

are in need of academic assistance can contact Erin Healy at erin949@ledyard.net. 

 

The following students were inducted into the Serena B. Mowry Chapter of the National Honor Society 

on November 19, 2018. Congratulations! 

 

Benjamin Berlin    Olivia Lozier   

Lilia Burdo     Abigail Millbach 

Trevor Burns     Haley Nash-Thompson 

Emma Chin     Karissa Paul 

Elise Derusha    Emma Terry 

Rachel Evans     Erin Tolles 

Jenabelle Felmy    Katey Truncale 

Wesley Hughes    Riley Vaudrey 

Elizabeth Jantzi    Tajeah Winston 

Anna Leandri 
 

 

World Language Department News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seal of Biliteracy is an award given by a school or district, in recognition of students who have 

studied and attained proficiency in English and at least one other language.  It is a recognition of 

students’ academic efforts, to see the tangible benefits of being bilingual and biliterate, and of being 

prepared to be 21 century prepared. 

 

Ten world language seniors at LHS are piloting the test in an effort to learn how proficient they are.  In 

the spring, world language juniors will be afforded the opportunity to test their skills. 

 

Students who score at intermediate mid-level or higher will receive a seal on their diploma and it will be 

recorded on their high school transcript that they earned the Biliteracy Seal.  This is an achievement 

earning them an edge in applying to universities or applying for jobs. 

 

mailto:erin949@ledyard.net
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Youth Alive Bible Club 
 

The Youth Alive Bible Club has been busy! We held our semi-annual Bake Sale the first Saturday in 
October at Village Market. We raised $84 which helps us with our many community outreach projects. 
Thank you Village Market & Manager, Mr. George Roy and our generous Ledyard community. Look for 
our next Bake Sale at Village Market this spring on Saturday. April 27, 2019.  
 
During Spirit Week in October, we collected school supplies to donate to United Way in our semi-
annual “Fill-a-Backpack” Drive. Although we didn’t get a large amount of donations, our club was able 
to supplement the donations. Look for another “Fill-a-Backpack” Drive in May during our Spring Spirit 
Week!  
 
We also did a first ever “Socktober” Warm Sock Drive for the Homeless! We were able to raffle off a 
$25 Dunkin Donuts Gift Card & had 59 new pairs of warm socks for men & women donated! Great job 
Colonels! The socks were handed out to the homeless directly by Veritas Church of New London and 
the winner of our raffle was Lily Mozer!  
This is an event we hope to make a permanent part of Ledyard Colonels.  
 
November has us very busy with “Operation Christmas Child”. We are filling a shoe box with gifts, 
school supplies, arts & crafts, etc., for a girl aged 5-9 to go overseas in a country where children may 
not usually get a gift. We will bring our shoe box to Bishop Seabury Anglican Church in Gales Ferry by 
the 17th to be sent out! This is done through “Samaritan’s Purse” organization if anyone is interested in 
doing your own shoe box: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are also planning our first ever Military Holiday Card Signing table with the help of our new Special 
Needs classroom teacher, Mrs. Liz Short, when we return from Thanksgiving to send to our men & 
women in the service. Students & Faculty/Staff will be able to sign cards for our military personnel to 
wish them well & say “thank you” for their service during the holiday season. The table will be available 
during both lunch waves from Monday, Nov. 26th-Friday Nov. 30th.  
 
We will also be looking to help “Ring the Bell” with the New London branch of the Salvation Army. A 
date & time is TBA, but if anyone is interested in volunteering, you can sign up online at: 
https://ctri.salvationarmy.org/SNE/Holiday 
 
Looking into the New Year, Youth Alive will be collecting toiletries for “Blessing Bags” for the Homeless 
to distribute around Valentine’s Day. Soap, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, lotion, 
chapstick, combs, brushes, tissues, Q-tips, floss, warm socks, gloves & hats will all be collected to 
make up gift bags for the homeless. Dates for the collections are TBA, but you can contact Heather 
Yano, YABC sponsor, at hyano@ledyard.net to help donate.  
Thank you for supporting the Youth Alive Bible Club! Look for more ways we will be helping our 
community here & globally!  
 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
https://ctri.salvationarmy.org/SNE/Holiday
mailto:hyano@ledyard.net
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UCONN ECE Marine Science 

 

On October 11th, we spent a full day on the water with Project Oceanology, as part of our 

Production and Life unit. This trip was the launching pad for the unit where we will examine 

predator-prey dynamics, food webs and energy transfer through trophic levels. Students caught 

porgy, black sea bass and bluefish.  Fillets were sent home with students with some suggested 

recipes. Feedback was positive! This fish was “de-lish”  

  Labs involving primary productivity through the use of light/dark bottles will also be a 

part of this unit.   
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 
Child Development has finished with their units on parenting, family planning and guiding children 

through positive reinforcement.  We are presently learning about healthy pregnancies and all that it 
encompasses; birth defects, hazardous substance to avoid, prenatal testing, proper weight gain, 
obstetrician visits and what to expect each month, eating healthy, etc.  The students also choose to 
wear the Empathy Belly which is a pregnancy simulator and get to experience many of the physical and 
emotional side effects of pregnancy.  They make several trips to the lav, are out of breathe just walking 
to class, forget where they put things, and are a little more irritable than normal.  Emotional they endure 
"looks" from fellow students who do not know they really are not pregnant.  Occasionally they have a 
substitute who thinks it is real and asks them when they are due.  A true learning experience that helps 
them empathize.   
 

Sewing spent quarter one learning about what colors work for them and making sure to always wear 

the color that makes them shine.  Natural and Synthetic Fibers were researched and they gained 
perspective about which fibers they wear most often.  We then learned how fibers are Woven or Knit to 
create various fabrics- jersey, crepe, broadcloth, terry cloth, flannel, fleece, and seersucker to name a 
few.  Students were then introduced to the sewing machines and practiced sewing, finishing and 
pressing seams.  These skills were put to the test and each of them is making pajama bottoms. 
 

Culinary I - The goal of this class has been to make everything from scratch so you actually know 

what you are eating and not filling your body with chemicals- 'Clean Eating' is our slogan.  Culinary 
delights from Super Smoothies, Granola Bars, Cheese & Garlic Biscuit, Blueberry Streusel Muffins, 
Buttermilk Pancakes, Apple Galette, Pumpkin Pie, and Apple Crumb Pie to name a few.  Many 
students had never seen a butternut squash before and it was such a joy to show them how easy it was 
to roast and eat just plain or puree it for a pie.  They seeds were also enjoyed by roasting them.  The 
commercial convection oven Chef Caron purchased through grant money is serving the class well. A 
special visit from Vic of the Rolling Tomato allowed for students to learn how to toss pizza dough and 
make a quick pie. 

 


